
CITY OF OVID        Approved on 3/12/2018 
REGULAR MEETING 
February 12 2018 
 
 
Mayor Lasher opened the regular meeting at 7:00 p.m. and led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
ROLL CALL: Mr. Zwick, Mr. Williams, Ms. Perrien, Mr. Brown, Mr. Moore, and Mr. Lasher. 
ABSENT:  Mr. Ordiway and Josy Medina-Clerk 
EX OFFICIOS:  Don Passmore – DPW Superintendent, Al Goodrich Police Chief Rick Hogle Sgt. of Police, 
Cindy Fruchey – Treasurer and Liza Kusnier- Deputy Clerk/Treasurer.  
 
VISITORS:  Mike Schiffer, Josh Miller, Angela Van Core, Karen Anderson, Arlene Pesik, and Craig 
Coleman. 
 
AGENDA: Mr. Lasher noted a change to the agenda.  The request for clock has been removed and 
replaced with athletic field discussion. A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Zwick to 
approve the agenda as presented. 
   MOTION PASSED 
 
MINUTES:  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Moore to accept the minutes of the 
Public Hearing and Regular minutes of the meeting held on December 11, 2017 as printed. 
   MOTION PASSED 
 
CHECK REGISGRY:  A motion was made by Mr. Moore, second by Mr. Williams to accept the check 
registry from the period of January 6, 2018 thru February 9, 2018 as printed. 
   MOTION PASSED 
 
TREASURER: Ms. Fruchey mentioned Steve Kirnovic was here from SK&T doing the audit.  She presented 
the Standard Budget Report.  No questions were asked. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None 
 
POLICE REPORT:  Chief Goodrich presented he had attended the chief and D B meeting.  He requested a 
donation of $250 dollars to narcotics.  This is something we do every year and is taken out of his budget.  
He is in the process of looking into protective gear for the patrol cars for drug overdose kits.  The ones 
he has found are $195 each.  It is possible that we may receive them for free through the Tri County 
grant.  He will know more at the next Chiefs meeting.  Sgt. Hogle and Officer Guru did a great job on a 
case where a man had reported his car and a check stolen from his home.  The suspect was his 
grandson.  A 3 count warrant was obtained and the suspect was found with the car in Dewitt Township.  
The passenger also had warrants and was arrested too. Chief Goodrich took a report on a stolen car.  
Upon investigation that the caller had filed a false police report a male subject wanted on multiple 
warrants was also found in the home and arrested.  Mr. Williams asked if the protective suits were 
something that they wear?  Chief Goodrich explained that it is a tie back suit that has a face mask, 
gloves.  Once they are used they are thrown away.  Mr. Williams suggested that if multiple agencies 
went in together to purchase they may be able to get them cheaper. Mr. Brown suggested to talk with 
Lynn Weber from Clinton Area because they have been discussing get them as well.  
 



 A motion was made by Mr. Williams, second by Mr. Zwick to approve the $250 donation to Metro for 
narcotic use.  

MOTION PASSED 
 
DPW REPORT:  Mr. Passmore and Justin went to a training class February 6th and 7th in Lansing. Cell 1 has 
been transferred into the other lagoon ponds.  He has concerns with the new Consumers Energy meter 
at the water plant.  The reading has been higher than usual.  He doesn’t believe it is correct and will be 
following up on it and keeping council informed. Mr. Williams gave praise for getting the work done 
while being shorthanded. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Moore, second by Mr. Williams to accept the reports from the Treasurer, 
Police and DPW as presented. 
    MOTION PASSED 
 
NEW BUSINESS:  Mr. Lasher explained that we had received a request to waive the rental fee for 
Gumaer Park pavilion for a fundraiser event.  He would like discussion on a policy for this kind of request 
rather than leave it up to the individual staff to decide.  This is the first time we have had a request to 
use the pavilion for a fundraiser. It was noted that we currently do not have a policy and everyone is 
charged $50 to rent.  The pavilions rented nearly every weekend between May and October.  Mr. Zwick 
asked what the responsibilities are of the renters. Does all the trash need to be picked up?  Is any left for 
DPW to have to pick up?  Mr. Passmore answered that most put the trash in the provided containers 
and are left for DPW to pick up.  Mr. Zwick said he is not opposed to waiving the fee for a legitimate not 
profit but not if it creates more work for the staff.  He suggested taking payment and if we have no mess 
left or damage than refund the fee.  Mr. Lasher explained from time to time there is a sick child that 
they are doing a fundraiser for and in those cases would not be a nonprofit.  Mr. Zwick explained we 
would have to decided when we do this what kind of latitude we are going to do there with a situation 
like that.  Mr. Lasher explained he is looking for something the staff can utilize so they can reflect the 
wishes of the council.  Mr. Lasher will see that a policy is drafted for council to review at the next 
meeting and they can approve it as seen fit. 
 
Mr. Mike Schiffer spoke on behalf of the Ovid Elsie School Board.  He wanted to talk to make sure we 
are communicating which he believes we aren’t.  He thanked the City for allowing them to speak even 
though they were not on the agenda.  He believes we are all on the same page and the stated agenda 
from day one was for the city to end up with the athletic fields so they could be used for the youth.  
They have a liability with the school and don’t want it to end up like the school in Elsie.  He stated they 
had people who were interested in purchasing the building and wanted to have a business there and 
from what he heard after one meeting with the City they felt uncomfortable enough that they walked 
away.  They were going to put a business there and possible purchase fifteen houses and bring their 
community in.  He thinks we could have had some discussions and worked it out but that never 
happened because they were told zoning was never going to work.  He is trying to open the doors of 
communication.  He would love for the building to be used.  They have been working with Great Lakes 
Housing since the building was vacated but haven’t got there yet.  He doesn’t want to hold it for too 
long and have it deteriorate.  He mentioned the Rescue Mission was brought up and nothing has been 
set in stone yet.  He would like to see us move forward and get the building back on the tax roll.  Mr. 
Lasher explained we would like that as well.  He explained that the property is zoned Quasi Public which 
are for government, school, utilities, and church use.  Not commercial.  It is located in a residential area.  
The City does not do spot zoning.  He mentioned he did have a meeting with a group who was 
interested but since they were interested in it for commercial they didn’t want it.  He mentioned the 



school should have the realtors define the zoning and what it can be used for.  Mr. Zwick explained if the 
building was to be used as a church and school that would have been fine.  The group that was 
interested had attended the last council meeting and was also interested in purchasing property on 
Williams street that could have been rezoned.  He didn’t understand why they also wanted the school to 
be a manufacturing site when the Williams street property was going to be for manufacturing. He 
explained that he doesn’t believe that there is support from the council or the community to zone the 
school building as commercial in a residential area and next to our park.  Our biggest concern as council 
is to keep the athletic fields for the youth to use.  The property was originally sold to the school for $1 
the village did it to help out the community and the youth.  It paid forward and served Ovid, then Ovid-
Elsie and still serving today.  He believes it is time to pay it forward.  The city has been taking care of the 
property along with the football program.  Mr. Schiffer mentioned that is what the school wants also.  
They once made an offer to cover half the cost of a new survey to split the fields off and the City was not 
interested.  It was explained it has been surveyed but the split has not been done.   Mr. Zwick asked if 
the school is ready to move forward with the athletic fields or wait until they sell the building.  Mr. 
Schiffer explained they wanted to wait until the property is sold.  Mr. Schiffer said with learning what he 
did today they will have to reevaluate.   
 
OLD BUSINESS:  The letter from Ovid Township in response to the recycling. NO ACTION TAKEN. 
 
FINANCE:  Mr. Passmore presented some expenses for DPW that were items that were budgeted.  The 
first item presented was a quote from ROWE for a Water System Reliability Study.  Mr. Lasher explained 
this is something that should be done every 5 years.  The last one was done in 2009.  
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Brown second by Mr. Zwick to approve the ROWE Professional services 
contract for the Water Liability Study in an amount of $11,500 and to authorize the Mayor to sign.   

MOTION PASSED. 
 
The second item presented was the biennial bridge inspections.  It was explained this is needed to be 
done every two years and the price has increased. 
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Williams second by Ms. Perrien to approve the Rowe Professional 
Services contract for the Biennial Bridge Inspections in an amount of $800 and to authorize the Mayor 
to sign.  

MOTION PASSED. 
 
The third item presented was a quote from Kennedy Industries for two FLYGT pumps for lift stations at 
Maple Leaf and M-21.  These pumps are guaranteed to not malfunction and if it needs to be pulled 
Kennedy will do it for free.  
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Williams second by Mr. Brown to approve the Kennedy Industries quote 
for two FLYGT pumps at the cost of $39445 and to authorize the Mayor to sign.  

MOTION PASSED. 
 
The final item presented was two quotes for a hot patcher.  Bell had given a quote for a 2 ton at a cost 
of $16500.  Falcon gave a quote of $15785.89 for a 4 ton.  Mr. Passmore explained that Falcon was 
through MIDEAL and probably why it was a lower price.  
 



 A motion was made by Mr. Zwick second by Mr. Brown to approve the MIDEAL price quote from 
Falcon for $15785.89 and to authorize the Mayor to sign.  

MOTION PASSED. 
 
CEMETERY: Mr. Moore explained how there was a representative from Smith’s Funeral Home who had 
came to the cemetery board meeting to discuss how they have a customer who is not happy with where 
the marker was placed.  They would rather have it as a headstone instead of a footstone.  Mr. Moore 
had looked at the headstone and how the cemetery is setup and it will not hurt anything to move it. Mr. 
Moore calculated the cost of the correct sized foundation would be $880.  The board recommends that 
we allow them to move the headstone and they would have to pay the $880 for the new foundation. 
 
  A motion was made by Mr. Williams second by Mr. Zwick to approve the moving of the headstone 
and a new foundation must be paid for before headstone is moved.  

MOTION PASSED. 
 
 It was noted that the committee will need to meet again to make a discussion on the maintenance of 
the cemetery because the current contract will be up in April. 
 
OMESA:  Mr. Lasher said they will begin construction in mid-March.  They are working on moving the 
fiber optic line.  The calls for fire and fire rescue are down.   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION:  Mr. Williams stated there was a meeting on January 31.  A new member was 
present Jennifer Rhule and she has been sworn in.  He explained he has a conflict with being the 
Planning commission rep and Ms. Perrien has agreed to switch with him and give him Zoning board of 
appeals.  
 
 A motion was made by Mr. Moore second by Mr. Brown to amend the list of committees and board 
of commissions to appoint Ms. Perrien to Planning Commission and Mr. Williams to Zoning Board of 
Appeals.   

MOTION PASSED. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Zwick second by Mr. Williams to appoint Jennifer Rhule to the planning 
commission effective the date she was sworn in.   

MOTION PASSED. 
 
Mr. Lasher explained he had given the planning commission a capital improvement plan with some 
items on it on a six year spread.  He had asked them to make any changes.   This is needed for the 
application of the ICE Grant which needs to be approved by the planning commission and then approved 
by council.  Something they had brought up was to install a bathroom facility at the youth football field.  
Also the planning commission has the master plan for the city.  It was last updated in 2004.  It was done 
before Rails to Trails was completed.  
 
Mr. Lasher mentioned there is money that was donated to be used to improve Gumaer Park.  Mr. Brown 
asked if some of that money could be used to spruce up or remove the fitness trail that is run down.  Mr. 
Passmore sated they have not had the time to work on maintaining it.  This is something for Parks and 
Rec to discuss. 
 
LIBRARY:  Mr. Brown stated they had meeting but he was not in attendance due to illness. 



 
BOARD OF REVIEW:  Mr. Lasher explained how the state will be auditing all assessing in Clinton County. 
Diane Dowler has given a resolution to waive penalties for failure to file Property Transfer Affidavits 
within 45 days of transfer of ownership.  Mayor Lasher read resolution 2018-03 as presented. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Zwick second by Mr. Williams to adopt Resolution 2018-03 as presented.  
Roll Call was taken as follows: YEAS: Mr. Zwick, Ms. Perrien, Mr. Brown, Mr. Williams, Mr. Moore and 
Mr. Lasher. NAYS: None. ABSENT: Mr. Ordiway. 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED. 
Resolution will be published in its entirety in the Weekly. 
 
Mr. Lasher presented polices that were drafted by Diane Dowler.  The first deals with personal property 
canvass policy and procedures. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Williams second by Ms. Perrien to adopt the policy for Personal Property 
Canvass Policy and Procedures. 

MOTION PASSED. 
  

The second policy presented was on property exemption. 
 
A motion was made by Mr. Williams second by Mr. Brown to adopt the Property Exemption Policy 
and Procedures. 

MOTION PASSED 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  The Emergency Clinton County has requested three emergency contacts to have on 
file.  It was decided to have the Mayor, Clerk, and DPW Supervisor.  
There was a list of Facebook posts in response to the homeless shelter article in the Argus Press.  Mr. 
Lasher made it clear that a homeless shelter could not come to the City without council approval.  Also, 
that a homeless shelter could not come into the City without re zoning.  Mr. Lasher had a meeting with 
Mark Chriss of the Lansing Rescue Mission.  They were asked by both Owosso and St. Johns to give some 
advice on setting up something to help their homeless.  Along with this the Ovid-Elsie School systems 
has 81 students defined as homeless. There is a whole variety of definitions of homeless.  From the 
Schools stand point homeless brings in funding.  Their definition is minimal.  In terms of what is real and 
whats not he asked Mr. Chriss to do some additional research within the city of Ovid.  How many of 
these students reside within the City.   We could use the police department to help provide information 
to social services, DHS, etc.  Ms. Perrien asked if any one other than Mr. Chriss has been in contact with 
the city regarding the homeless shelter?  Mr. Lasher explained that he reached out to Mr. Chriss and no 
one else has been in contact.   
 
CAASA:  Mr. Brown stated the budget was approved by all 11 entities.  They are moving forward with 
electrical renovations at the station.  There is discussion about adding on an ambulance bay and 
repaving the parking lot in the future and possibly buying a forth ambulance.   
 
ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Lasher closed the meeting at 8:59 pm 
 
 
Liza Kusnier, Deputy Clerk/Treasurer 
City of Ovid  


